Con Voi Hiéu Nghia
The Elephant Piousness

Ngay xua ¢ X Ba La Nai c6 mot vi Vua thuong
dan linh vao rimg sin ban. Mot hdm nha Vua thdy
mot con voi tring tuyét dep, vua bat vé sai linh
tréng nom can than va lo cho 4n udng sung suéng.

Nhung ké tir khi bi bat, voi chi khéc dam dia
khong chiu an ubng. Tén linh tréng nom lién trinh
1én nha Vua diéu ay. Vua lién ty minh dén chudng
va hoi voi tai sao khong an uéng ma ctr khoc mai
nhu thé.

Voi lién quy xuéng thua rang:
Tau bé ha, téi con cha me gia ¢ rung xanh
khéng thé di kiem an dwoc, chi trbng cdy vao

minh t6i. Nay téi sa co b bat, cha me tdi chdc sé

chét dsi. Tha t6i chiu chét con hon song ma
khéng lam tron hieu dao.

Nghe xong nha Vua dong 10ng thwong mén tha
cho voi vé ring. Voi quy xudng ta on va hira sé
trg lai hau ha Vua sau khi nuéi dudng cha me gia
dén khi qua doi. Xong voi voi VA chay vé rung,
noi cha me 6.

Muoi hai nam sau, khi Vua dang ngu tai triéu,
bdng thay con voi nim trudc tro lai, than thé gay
com. Voi quy xudng thwa véi nha Vua la cha me
voi dd qua doi. Nhé 161 hen xua voi trd vé hau ha
Vua.

Nghe xong Vua khen con voi ¢6 hiéu nghia, biét
gitr o1 htra nén sai ngudi trbng nom con voi quy
dén gia chét.

Con voi 4y la tién than cua dtc Phat Thich Ca.

Long ago, in Ba La Nai country, there I|ved a King
who usually led his knights into the forest to hunt.
One day the King saw a beautiful white elephant.
He captured and brought it back to the kingdom.
He directed his knights to watch it carefully and to
make sure the elephant eat and stay happy.

However, from the time the elephant was captured,
it did not eat or drink but cried constantly. One of
the knights immediately presented the situation to
the King. The King himself went to the elephant's
cage and asked why it did not eat or drink but cried
so much.
The elephant knelt down and replied:
Your majesty, | have my old parents who still live
in the green forest and they are unable to care
for themselves. I am the only one they depend on.
Unfortunately | was captured. At this moment my
parents are probably dying from starvation. I
would rather die than live and be unable to fulfill
my duty as a son.
After listening to the elephant, the King was
touched and set the elephant free to go back to the
forest. The elephant knelt down to express his
gratitude and promised that after his parents died,
he would come back to serve the King. Afterward
the elephant hurriedly ran back to the forest where
his parents lived.
Twelve years later when the King was resting at
the court, a thin elephant appeared. The elephant
knelt down, announced that his parents had passed
away, and now, as he had promised, is back to
serve the King.
After listening to the elephant, the King
complimented the elephant for its piousness and for
keeping its promise. The King then directed his
people to the take good care of the precious
elephant until it passed away.

The elephant was one of Buddha's previous lives.



Em Tu Tap — | Practice:

Con Voi Hiéu Nghia
The Elephant Piousness

Ap dung bai hoc vao cugc song (Applying the lesson to our daily lives):

Em suy nghi va tra loi nhirng cau hoi sau day:

1.

Con voi tring c6 hiéu thao voi ba me khdng?

Tai sau nha vua tha con voi? Nha vua nghi
gi?

Con voi tring c6 giir 1oi hira khong? Tai sau?
Tai sau nha vua thich con voi trang?

Em tap hoc dir loi hira:

1.
2.

3.

4,

Em htra sé khdng lam phat 1ong ba me.

Em hua sé khong sau lang trong viéc hoc
hanh

Em htra s€ thuong nguoi va vat.

Em haa em sé khdng noi lao va lira gac moi
nguoi

Cung tim hiéu va suy nghiém bai tho nay (Try to
understand the poem below):

I contemplate the following questions:

1.

2.

3.
4.

Does the white elephant deeply care about its
parent? please explain?

Why does the king release the elephant?
What does he think?

Does the white elephant keep its words?

Why does the king like the white elephant?

| practice to keep my promise:

1.

2.
3.

Di klalp the’ giax kking oi tot bling We
Giax kke cude dii kking géuk wing bitng Cha

| promise for not upsetting my parents
| promise for keeping good perform in school

| promise to love and care everyone as well
as other living things
| promise for not lying or deceive others
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