Chiéc Cau Mudn Thué
The Eternal Bridge

Trong mot khu rimg xanh tuoi thudc ndi Hy Ma
Lap Son, x&t An D9, c6 mot cay xoai khdng 16
moc canh bd sdng Hang. Trén cay, c6 mot dan
vuon ca ngan con hop thanh mot qudc gia riéng
biét, do mot vuon chua than hinh dep d¢€, suc
manh phi thuong dimg dau. Dén mua xoai trd tréi
to, thom, ngon d6 1a luong thuc dua dung cho ca
qudc gia vuon.

Vuon chia can than 1im, n6 ra 1énh cho tat ca bay
vuon an hét trai xoai khi xoai con xanh, khdng
dugc doi xoai chin, ca doan vang loi lam theo.
Nhung rai thay, mot chuyén khéng may xay dén,
mot tri xoai to bi to kién che l1ap nén dan da chin
mui rdi rung xudng sbng trdi theo going nudc.
Nudéc cudn trai xoai chin vao trong hd boi ciia Vua
xt Ba La Nai, gip dung lac nha Vua dang tam.
Dugc qua xoai to chin thom nén nha Vua an th
ldy 1am thich thi va hém sau ra lénh cho quan linh
chéo thuyén theo dong séng di tim chd cay xoai
moc.

Sau ba ngay mét nhoc nha Vua va quén linh tim
duogc cdy xoai vi dai 4y va nhin thiy trén cay dan
vuon dang chuyén canh. Nha Vua tic gian ra Iénh
tan sat dan vuon di hdén xuoc an hét xodi chin
ngon trudc nha Vua. Nhung troi dd sam téi, quan
linh phai bao vay cho hdm sau mai ra tay.

bém d6 dan vuon vo cung hoang s¢. Riéng vuon
chda lai rat binh tinh, n6 1én dén canh cay nga vé
phia dong song, liy hét sirc phong qua khoi bd bén
kia. Vuon chua tim dwgc nhitng doan day va hét
stc vui ming ndi lai rdéi budc mot dau vao goc cay
con dau kia budc vao than minh. Poan vuon chia
dung hét sirc luc phéng vé phia canh xoai véi muc

In the green part of the forest on Himalya
Mountain in India, there was a giant mango tree
that grew along the side of Hang River. On the
tree, there lived a nation of thousands of monkeys.
They were led by the beautiful King Monkey who
had incredible strength. They lived away from the
rest of the world, and their main source of food
was mango. When the mango season came, the
mangos ripened, smelled sweet, and were
delicious. The mango tree could feed the entire
monkey nation.

The King Monkey was very careful. He ordered all
the monkeys to eat all the mangos when the
mangos were still green - never to wait until the
mangos ripened. When he gave orders, all the
monkeys followed. Unfortunately, something
unexpected happened. One huge mango was
covered by an ants' nest until it was so ripe that it
fell into the river and floated along with the water.
The twisted river pushed the ripe mango into the
Ba La Nai's King's swimming area where he was
bathing. The King tried the fruit and loved it so
much that the next day he ordered his people to
row the boats along the river in search of the
mango tree.

After three long tiring days, the King and his
people located the giant mango tree. They also saw
the monkeys on the tree swinging from branch to
branch. The King became upset and ordered his
people to kill all the monkeys for eating all the
delicious mangos before he could eat the fruit
himself. But the sky began to darken, so they had
to wait for the next day.

That night, all monkeys except for the King
Monkey were so afraid. He remained very calm.
He quietly snuck onto the branch that leaned over
the river and used all his strength to swing himself
to the other side of the river. He found sections of
some ropes there and was overjoyed. He tied the
sections together to form one rope. He then tied



dich bét thanh chiéc cau day cu dan vuon. Rui
thay soi day ngan mot doan nén khi hai chan truge
vira bam dugc vao canh cy thi ddy da cang thang
va chinh than cua vuon chia néi thé mot doan day.

Vuon chia ra 1énh cho ca doan vuon lan luot sang
song. By vuon ngan ngai vi phai dim 1én minh
vuon chda. Nhiéu con cam dong khc nhung tinh
thé bat buoc danh phai trén thoat sang song. Con
vuon cudi cing kha 16n tén 1a Davadatta von ganh
ghét vuon chla nén n6 dam manh Ién minh cua
vuon chiia. Vuon chiia dau dén gan mudn chét
nhung van can ring chiu dung dé ctu con vuon
gian &c iy qua song thoat chét.

Qua duoc sdng rdi, con vuon Devadatta nhin lai
lay 1am &n han, roi hai giong 1€ vi thayvuon chua
16ng 14 toi boi khdng cir dong duoc nira.

Sang day vua Ba La Nai truyén lénh tién quan,
nhung tat ca déu lay lam la vi trén cay khdng con
con vuon nao ca. Nhin lai chi thiy mét chiéc cau
day bat ngang séng, tir minh mot con vuon 16n.
Céc tho rung cho biét d6 1a con vuon chia. Bay
gio nha Vua mai hiéu thau dau dudi va tinh ngo.
Ngai nghi dén sy ich ky ctia minh chi vi nhiing trai
x0ai ma dinh gy nén su tan sat tham khéc. Ngai
lién ra Iénh lui quén va tu tay vudt ve sin soc vugn
chtia cho dén khi tinh lai.

Sy hy sinh cia vuon chta lam cho nha Vua héi cai
stra doi cach tri dan va lam lanh tranh ac.

Vuon chia la tién than caa dirc Phat Thich Ca.

one end of the rope to a tree and the other end onto
himself. The King Monkey swung himself back to
the mango tree with the purpose of using the rope
as a bridge to save the other monkeys.
Unfortunately, the rope was too short. When his
legs touched the ground, his body formed part of
the bridge by filling in the gap between the short
rope and the mango tree.

The King Monkey then ordered the entire monkey
nation to quickly cross the river. The monkeys felt
awkward about stepping on the King Monkey.
Some monkeys were so touched by the King
Monkey's action that they burst into tears, but they
had no choice. There was a big monkey name
Davadatta who was very jealous of the King
Monkey, so it stomped on the King Monkey as it
crossed the river. The King Monkey was in much
in pain and bit his teeth to help Davadatta cross
and rescue him.

After crossing the river, Davadatta looked back
with tears in his eyes. He regretted his actions
when he saw the King Monkey showed no
movement and his hair fell all over.

When morning arrived, the King of Ba La Nai
country ordered his people to move ahead. When
they got there, they were very surprised because
there were no signs of the monkeys on the tree.
They also saw the bridge made out of rope across
the river with a monkey hanging from it. The
hunters indicated to the King the hanging monkey
was the King Monkey. The King finally
understood the whole story and realized what had
happened. He then ordered his people to move
back; and with his own hands, stroked the King
Monkey and took good care of it until it regained
consciousness.

The King Monkey's acts of sacrificing affected the
King in many ways. It changed the way he treated
his people, taught him to do good deeds, and never
do anything which would cause suffering to others.

The King Monkey was one of Buddha's past lives.



Em Tu Tap — | Practice:

Chiéc Cau Mudn Thué
The Eternal Bridge

Ap dung bai hoc vao cugc séng (Applying the lesson to our daily lives):

Em suy nghi va tra loi nhitng cau hoi sau day:
1. Em nghi gi qua sy huy sinh cua con khi

I contemplate the following questions:
1. What do you think about self-sacrifice of the

Chua?

King monkey?

2. Why does the Ba La Nai's King want to kill

2. Tai sau nha vua mudn tiéu diét doan vugn? all monkeys?
3. Are the selfish behavior between the Ba La
3. Long ich ky cta nha vua va con vuon Nai's King and the Devadatta monkey the
Devadatta c6 giéng nhau khdng? Tai sau? same? Why?
4. The self-satisfy of the King monkey represent
4. Long huy sinh cua con vugn Chua tuong to what conduct that you have learned in

trung cho hanh ndo ma em da duoc hoc qua? Buddhist Youth?

I learn to leave in none-selfish:

Em tap séng cho mei ngwoi chung quanh: 1. I will listen to my grandparents, my parents

1. Em van loi 6ng ba, cha me va thay co. and teacher instructions

2. | practice to be self-disciplinary and obey
2. Em s€ khong budng binh.
) . i 3. | practice to live on behalf of community

3. Em tap song theo quyen lgi tap the thay gi benefit as a whole, instead for myself only

chi cho ban than em théi.

4. 1 will not steal or take away the others
properties.

4. Em khong trom cip hoic chiém doat tai san
cua nguoi khac.




