Y Nghia Mau Lam
The Meaning of the Gray Color

Pinh Nghia

Dé tao sy dong nhat cua mot to chic, nguoi ta
thudng doi hoi cac thanh vién phai mac 40 quan
ddng phuc. Tuy theo muc dich cua té chirc, dong
phuc ciing dugc chon lya dé biéu 16 tinh than cua
t6 chic d6. Gia Pinh phat Ta Viét Nam ciing
khéng ngoai 1€, va mau lam dugc chon lua cho
mau 4o cua to chic.

Mau Lam cua Gia Pinh Phat Tw véi nhitng y

nghia sau

1. Binh dang: To chitc GDPT gom dii moi thanh
phan, tr mot em bé 1én nam dén mot cu gia
bay tam muoi tudi; tir mot nguoi lao dong tay
chan dén nhitng nguoi hoc rong tai cao; tir mot
em hoc sinh v& long dén mot vi gido su kinh
nghiém. Tat ca déu dén véi nhau trong tinh
than binh dang, san sé tir cai vui dén cai kho
ma khdng bao gid phan bi hon thua cao thap.

2. Hoa dong: Mau lam 1a mau hoa hop vai thién
nhién va mau sic. Mau lam c6 thé ding chung
Véi bat cir mau nao ma khong qua noi bat hoac
chim ddm. Néu méot mau sic s& nhu den hoic
do, thi mau lam 1a mot mau nhu hoa.

Néu mot budi troi nang chang chang, mau lam
la mot mau diu mat. Néu mét budi sang mua
dong lanh [&o, thi mau lam & mau mang theo
hoi 4m. T4t ca d6 1a muc dich cua T6 Chuc la
luén dem vui cau khd dén cho mudn loai.

3. Tinh tén va nhdn nhxc: Mau lam 1a mot mau
dé cam mén. Nguoi mic 40 mau lam vao minh
cling khong thé néng nay, hoic u budn ma
phai ludn ludn nhan nhyc va tinh tan trén
duong tu hoc va giup ich moi loai

Introduction

The foster unity in an organization, the members
usually are asked to wear uniforms. Depending on
the goals of the organization, the uniform is chosen
to represent the spirit of that group. The
Vietnamese Buddhist Youth Organization is not an
exception. The gray color is chosen purposefully
to be the color of the shirt to be a part of the
uniform.

The Color Gray Symbolizes

1. Equality, No Discrimination: The Vietnamese
Buddhist Youth Organization consists all of
social levels in society. It does not matter if the
person is a six year-old child or a seventy year-
old person, a blue or a white collar working
person, a kindergartener or a professor, he/she
will be treated equally. Everyone is welcomed
without any discrimination. They share
together each other’s happiness and sorrow.

2. Harmony: Gray is a color which harmonizes
with nature and all other colors. When put
together with other colors, gray is not bright
and does not stand out from the rest. Nor itisa
dull color. With a loud color such as red or
orange, gray softens its brightness.

On a hot summer day, the gray color is a cool
color to wear or to look at. In a cold winter
morning, gray brings warmth.  All these
aspects of gray represent the purpose of the
Buddhist Youth Organization- Using happiness
to reduce the sufferings of all beings.

3. Diligence and Patience: Gray is well liked
color. A person donning (wearing) the gray
uniform shirt should not be temperamental or
dispirited but always be patient. He/she should
be diligent in learning and practicing Buddhism
to help other beings end the cycle of life and
death.



Mau lam 12 mot mau dé do nhung khé thiy, biéu
16 cho mét tinh than cua Phat Giéo. Phat tanh hay
ma tanh ciing tai tm ta. Néu ching ta van mai
chay theo tham duc thi Phat tdnh ca mai che
khuat. Néu ching ta biét xa dan duc vong thi Phat
tdnh lai cang ngay cang tang truong trong tam
chang ta.

Két Luin

Chiéc 4o Lam cua to chic mang mét y nghia that
cao quy. Ching ta nén cb ging giir gin chiéc 4o
cling nhu gilr gin than tdm cua chdng ta phai ludn
trong sach. Khdng 1am hoen 6 n6. C6 nhu vay mai
xtng dang 1a mot doan sinh cua T6 Chirc

Gray is a dirty color, but hard to see because it is
blend in, expressing a spirit of Buddhism. The
good nature (Buddha) or evil nature (Devil) is also
in our mind. If once continues pursuing bad
motive, then good nature will remain hidden. If
once stay away from bad actions, the Buddha-
nature is growing more and more in our minds.

Conclusion

The gray shirt of our organization has noble
meanings. To be a good member of the Buddhist
Youth Organization, one must always strive to
keep the shirt, as well as the mind and body pure.
One should not defile/disgrace it.




Em Tu Tap - | Practice:

Y Nghia Mau Lam
The Meaning of the Gray Color

Ap dung bai hoc vao cugc séng (Applying the lesson to our daily lives):

Em suy nghi va tra |61 nhirng cau héi sau day: I contemplate the following questions:
1. Tai sau Gia Dinh Phat Tu phai mac dong 1. Why Buddhist Youth must wear uniform?

phuc? 2. What gray color stands for?
2. Mau lam tugng trung cho nhitng gi? 3. What are benefits for choosing gray color
3. Cé nhirng lgi ich gi khi mac &o lam? uniform?

I practice to wear Gray color uniform to unify with

Em tap mic mau Lam dé hoa ddng véi moi other: _ _
ngudi: 1. 1 pledge to the Buddhist Youth Associate
Uniform for all activities.
1. Em hura s& mat déng phuc chinh té trong tat
ca sinh hoat cua Gia Dinh Phat Tu. 2. 1 will always keep my uniform neat and clean.
2. Em s& khong dé dong phuc bi nhan hogc do. 3. When the weather allow, | will not wear any
extra accessory, e.g. jacket, jewelry, etc. for all
3. Néu khi hau cho phép, em s& khdng mac of the important activities, such as Buddhist
nhitng db trang tri khac (4o lanh) trong ceremony, flag ceremony, or any other youth
nhiing sinh hoat trang nghiém ciia Gia Dinh activities
Phat Tu, vi du nhu Lé Phat, Chao Co, Sinh
hoat doan, vv. 4. | practice to respect and accept other
4. Em s& tap hoc ton trong va don nhan mol 5. | practice to keep my mind purity and
nguol happiness
5. Em tap dir cho than tdm an lac




