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How to Use the Bell and Wooden Gong

Chudng md gilp cho budi I& Phat, tung kinh dugc trang
nghiém, déu din va tao duoc sy thanh kinh va thanh
tinh. Mubn dat dugc y nghia trén can phai danh chudng
ma that dang cach.

I. TRUOC KHI LE:

1. Hai doan sinh dwgc chi dinh tha chuéng mdvao
chanh dién lau chui, don dep ban tho Phat, Bo Tét,
T6 cho sach s& va ngin nap, dot nén, thip huong
cho mdi lu huong, va thip riéng ba nén huong
danh cho vj chu I&.

2. Hai doan sinh thi chuéng md dimg d6i dién nhin
thang nhau chu khong nhin vao ban Phat, nhin vi
chu 1€ dé theo ddi khi ddnh chuéng mé.

3. Panh mét tiéng chudng thong tha dé tat ca doan
sinh va Huynh Truong vao chanh di¢n, tat ca ngoi
tinh tdm trong l0c vi chu € dén xa T6 ¢ ban tho T6o.

4. Péanh mot tiéng chudng cho tat ca dimg day chap
tay ngay ngan, vi chu I€ I€ Phat ba lay.

Il. TRONG KHI LE:
1) Niém Huwong, cir bai Trim Hwong P6t, Tan
Phat, Panh Lé:
a) Danh mot tiéng chudng sau mdi bai niém
huong, tan Phat.
b) Trong khi hat bai Trim Huong Dt, ddnh mot
tiéng chudng trudc khi cham dit méi cau niém
"Nam Md Bén Su Thich Ca Mau Ni Phat".
c¢) Sau mdi cau Panh L& d¢anh mét tiéng chudng,
tat ca deéu lay.

2) Khai Chudng Mo:
a) Chubng:
e 3 tiéng roi:
b) Mb:
e 415i, 2 lién tiép, 1 roi:
c) Chuéng & méb:

00O

XX X X XX X

In ceremonies, the bell and wooden gong help to create
a more solemn, rhythmic, and calm place for
worshippers. In order to achieve the above, we must
know the proper methods of performing the bell and
wooden gong.

I. BEFORE THE CEREMONY:

1. First, the two-people chosen to strike the bell and
wooden gong must go into the main hall of the
temple and clean up the altars of Buddha,
Bodhisattvas, and ancestors. Afterwards, they light
the candles and incense on the altars. Finally, they
light three incenses for the ceremonial leader.

2. The two-people performing the bell and wooden
gong must stand on opposite sides, and face each
other, not facing Buddha's altar. They should also
look at the ceremonial leader for signs to help
synchronize the rhythm of the bell and wooden
gong.

3. Strike the bell one time to let the other people in.
Once everyone is in the main hall, everyone should
sit, meditate, and wait for the ceremonial leader to
finish paying his respects to the ancestors before
performing the ceremony.

4. Strike the bell once to signal everyone to stand up
straight with their hands together in the prayer
stance; and the ceremonial leader then prostrates
himself three times to Buddha.

I1. DURING THE CEREMONY':

1) Niém Hwong, prayer song "Trim Huwong Dot",
Tan Phat, Panh I&:

a) Strike the bell once after each prayer of Niém
Huong and Tén Phat.

b) During the prayer song "Tram Huong D6t"
strike the bell once after the verse "Nam Mo
Bon Su Thich Ca Mau Ni Phat."

c) Strike the bell once after the verse of "danh I&".
Everyone then prostrates themselves.

2) The Starting Beats:

a) Bell:

¢ 3 times normal: O0O0
b) Gong:

e 4 normal, 2 fast, 1 normal:X X X X XX X
c) Bell/Gong:

e 1bell,1gong (3times): O X O X O X



3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

e 1chudng, 1md (31an): O X O X O X

d) Mao:
e 1100, 2 liéntiép, 1roi: X XX X

Tung Bai Sam Habi:

a) M@: danh tiéng thu hai (tir), bo tiéng thir ba

(kinh), danh tiéng tha tu (lay) rdi tiép tuc danh

ting tiéng bat dau tiéng tht nam (duc) tro di.

Chubng: danh mot tiéng sau khi doc cau

"Thanh Tam Sam Hbi".

M@: danh thuc hai tiéng trudc khi cham dut bai

"Sam Hoi Nguyén”

Chuéng: danh mot tiéng sau khi chiam dut bai

"Sam Hbi Nguyén"

Tung Danh Hiéu Phat va Bé Tét:

a) M0: danh tung tiéng tir ddu va hoi nhanh hon
bai "Sam Héi Nguyén"

b) Chubng: truéc khi dat méi danh hiéu danh mot
tiéng chudng.

Tung Bai Cha:

a) M@0: danh nhanh hon khi tung céc bai chd.

b) Chuéng: danh mét tiéng trude khi chdm dat
bai chu.

Tam Tw Quy:

a) Mad: danh thong tha (cham).

b) Chuéng: danh mét tiéng trude khi chdm dat
mdi cau Ty Quy Y.

Héi Hwéng:

a) MOo: danh thong tha (cham).

b) Chuéng: danh mét tiéng trude khi chdm dat
bai "Ho6i Hudng Cong Duc.

Poc Cac Piéu Luat:

b)

c)
d)

a) M&: xong bon phdn khéng danh nira.

b) Chudng: danh mét tiéng khi xong céc diéu ludt
cia Oanh Vii va mét tiéng khi xong cdc diéu
lugt cuza nganh Thanh, Thiéu, va Huynh
Truong.

¢) Chudng: danh 3 tiéng chudng cham duit bugi 1é
Phdt.

d) Chuéng: vi chii Ié danh chudng (3 lan) dé hai
doan sinh thi chudng md 1€ Phat (3 lay).

SAU KHI LE:

Hai doan sinh tha chuéng md thau kinh, sip gon
gang vao tu kinh.

Hai doan sinh thu chudng mé tit nén, don dep ban
tho truge khi ra ngoai.

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

d) Gong:
e 1 normal, 2 fast, 1 normal: X XX X
Chanting of the Prayer of Repent:
a) Gong: Start on the second word (twr), skip the
third word (kinh), strike on fourth word (lay)
continue striking on every word starting with
the fifth word (duc). Also strike once for every
pause (usually after each sentence).
Bell: Strike one after verse "Thanh Tam Sam
Hoi"
Gong: Two quick strikes at the end of the
prayer
Bell: One strike at the end of each prayer.
(Hint: Strike once every time the ceremonial
leader bows.)
Chanting the Names of the Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas:
a) Gong: Strike on every word and pause, and do
S0 at a faster beat than the prayer of repent.
b) Bell: One strike before the end of each title
(each title is chanted 3 times).
Chanting of the (Bai Chu) prayer:
a) Gong: Strike at a faster pace when chanting
(Bai Chu) for every word and every pause.
b) Bell: One strike before the end of the prayer.
The Three Jewels (Ba Tw Quy):
a) Gong: Strike slowly.
b) Bell: One strike before the end of "Tu Quy Y"
Forwarding Merits (H8i Hwéng):
a) Gong: Strike slowly.
b) Bell: One strike before the end of the prayer.
Reciting of the Precepts:
a) Gong: Finished
b) Bell: One strike after the three precepts for the
younger members and one strike after the five
precepts of the older members.
Bell: Three strikes to adjourn the ceremony.
Bell: The ceremonial leader strikes three times
for the two members who performed the bell
and gong to signal them to prostrate themselves
before Buddha.
AFTER THE CEREMONY::
The two members who performed the bell and gong
should collect the prayer books and put them up in
the room designated for prayer books.
The two members who did the bell and gong should
blow out the candles, turn off the lights on the altar,
and clean up the area before leaving.

b)

c)
d)

c)
d)



Em Tu Tap — | Practice:

Céach Thirc Xir Dung Chuong Mo
How to Use the Bell and Wooden Gong

Ap dung bai hoc vao cugc séng (Applying the lesson to our daily lives):

Em suy nghi va tra loi nhitng cau hoi sau day:

1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

Khi nao ching ta dung Chudng?

Khi thinh tiéng Chudng, moi nguoi can phai
lam gi?

Khi nao ching ta dung M6?

Tai sau ngudi danh Chudng M6 phai dung
doi dién nhau?

Mot tay dang Chudéng hoac MG, tay kia lam
gi?

Em tap nghe Chuéng Ma:

1.

Em ling nghe moi am thanh mét cach binh
lang

Em Iéng long khong suy nghi gi khac trong
khi le Phat

Em tap khong suy nghi lung tung

Em s& khong 1am ri loan moi ngudi.

I contemplate the following questions:

1. When do we strike the Bell?

2. When the Bell get strike, what action other

participants should do?

3. When do we strike the Wooden Gong?
Why person who strike Bell and Wooden
Gong must face to face?

One hand you strike the Bell or Wooden
Gong, what is the other hand do?

e

o

I learn to listen the Bell and Wooden Gong:
1. 1 will pay attention to the sound around me
with a calm mind

2. | practice to stop thinking/wondering while in
the ceremony

3. | practice to focus
4. | practice for not disturbing others



